MILTOR BARNES tO FHODA BARNES

Cumberland Fospital

Macslkville, Tennessee

"Sabby day" Dec. 19th 18&4.

My darling,

I wrote you a hurried note vesterday, giving vecu an idea of
nmy situatior.. Tcday I have very little to communicate in additien
to what I ther said, only that I am doing finely [sicl. My kack
and shoulder is pretty scre and keeps me looking very dignified,
but the Surgeon thirnks it will pass away in a few days. I did not
go to the Officers Pospital, that institutien being full. The
Surgeon with whom I care in from the field, having charce of the
ambulance +train(,] very kindly asked me to come with him to the
Cumberland Genl. h.[ospital] where he introduced me to a Surgecn
Ayers, having charge of one of the wards, a very clever little
fellow[,] ard he fixzed me a place in his room, and I am sittino arcund,

reading the rewspapers and enjeving a smoke '"wit mine kipe"[.] This

is a very extensive Hospital arrancement put up last sumnmer just out

of the edge of town a little, and a very cormfortable and pleasant place.
Surgeon Thorp, who brought re here, and of whom I spoke before, I met
last fall, while in Cincinnati. 1Ile is a clever gentleman. He has my
horsel,! taking care of him for the use of him. He was cut last night
to the frornt and returned just a few minutes aco, having fournd our army

at Franklin twenty miles fxom here still driving the enemy and capturing

large numkers of Prisoners, artillery &c. Hood's army is 3 complet
= ! 7 e route.
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This will end cur winter campaign, if not end it entirely in this
Department. Capt. Davis is here with me, slightly wounded in the
head again. These little affairs dont bother us much., I received
your good letter of the 13vh inst. vesterday. The Charlain came in
with it, puffing and klowing. [The] pcor fellow had walked in from
the field & or 6 miles and was hurrying ocut again to catch up with
the regiment hkefore it would get too far out. He is the anly fight-
ing pArson I know of in this army. he stays right up under fire and
rallys [sic] the men and is just as useful as any line officer in a
fight. he is worth half & dozen ordinary Cheplains. Eut to your
letter, C, it is so kind of vyou to write so ¢ften and Zust such
tender, sympathizing and loving letters as veou know suits me. I

know not how T could live in the army without them. "Foor sing” [-]
was it troubled about my reputation zt Franklin? The next time Charly
wante to fird me in a fight he had better come up a little Farther to

the frort, and he will always find me at my post. I dont think he in-

tended tc corvey the impression you wot, he knows better. It was

difficult however to find anybody that night. The fichting was mostly
done after dark, when it was sc dark vou could not tell onre man from
ancther. I was not two rods away from the front line at any time.

I worked two or three hours drawing my men off, had to hunt arcund in

the dark. they were all massed up together with & dozen cther regiments
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all fighting together. Genl. Wagner was dowvn at the [Harpeth] river

a nile in the rear, pretty well "how [come?] you go," but these things
are for your private ear[.] his removal from command explains it, but
dont menticn these things, my dear. I saw ncthing of Charly until we
crossed the river at 12 o'clock when he came riding up and told me what
he had keen doing., 1 felt wvery grateful to him for the interest he mani-
fested in my behalf and I think it was sincere. 1 am very sure he did'rt
mean anvthing by the remark which gave you uneasinesz., No my dear{,] you
must not think fcr a moment that I will ever act in that way. I would
much rather come to you a lifeless corpse than with a ruined reputation.
I hope it will be neither. My regirent [in the Battle of MNashville] was
fighting behind a small breastwork when I was wounded. we were confront-

ing the enemy's strongest posgition on the Franklin Fike. I had heen on
my Lorse till just 5 few minutes before. I gct notice that the Brigade

cn my left was gecing to charge, and that I sheuld keep up a strong fire

from the works. I had given the orders to my men, and was standing in my

place in the lire directing the firing when I was hit. Chaplain [McFarland]

was by my side. The shell burst over my head and apparently came strajight

down, passing my head and striking below. I did'nt have my back to the eneny

my dear!
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It is one of the anroying incidents of this war that a man has to watch

the enemy in frent and at the same time watch a factious and comtemptikle
puklic sentiment et home, Welll,] my little swan is all right. O, Pa likes
so much to get her cute little savings and doings. she has'nt forgotten
the little joke she got on Fa akout the shirt? Woulc love to see you all
very much indeed, hut T will not think ¢f coming home nov. I dont know wvhat

to say akout the hox{.] If vcu gend one let it ke a very small one. I may

be gone to the frort before it cemes, and then T am fearing very well. Yet
I would enjoy [inverted at top of page 1:]1 a nice treat fromw home on
Christmas very mauch. If I knew I would ke here at that time. Tell me how

money
you are off for wammmg my dear - Direct yvour letters to the regiment as

usual, ILove to all the "famy"[.] Your own Milton



